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Abstract 

 In the present industrialized and urbanized society, Juvenile Delinquency has 

become a complicated issue in India and the rest of the world. Nowadays, all 

communities, religion and countries one facing great devastation caused by Juvenile 

delinquency and it causes major distress to the whole society. 

 In daily routine life, we read different type of crime news or child offences in 

the headings of different newspapers. The crimes like murder, robbery, rape and acid 

attacks on innocent girls are gradually increasing day by day that are executed by youths under the age of 18 

years. The case of “Nirbhaya” is example of brutality in which the involvement of youth was of prime 

concern. Juvenile Delinquency has become a major concern for parents, families, teachers and ultimately 

society 

 

1. Introduction 

 Adolescence is a transitional period of development from childhood to adulthood with evident 

biological and emotional changes. These changes bring transformation and reorganization in family 

relationships (Steinberg, 1990)
1
. Moreover, adolescents start viewing themselves as adults and, on the 

contrary, parents may find it difficult to adapt to this perception. There may also be a shift in the unilateral 

authority enjoyed by the parents towards a mutual authority in which adolescents share decision-making 

power and increasing amounts of personal jurisdiction (Youniss & Smollar, 1985)
2
. Furthermore, interactions 

between the adolescent and parents can lead to conflict (Steinberg, 1990).
3
 Among adolescents, early 

adolescence (ages 10-15) has been associated with higher levels of conflict with parents (Laursen, Coy, & 

Collins, 1998)
4
, and adolescent parent relationships may be transformed dramatically during this period.  

 When considering the development of an adolescent, the quality of parent adolescent relationships is 

vital. In a study by Chao (2001), the closeness of parent adolescent relationships explained the beneficial 

effect of authoritative control. Yet another study by Dekovic, Janssens, and Van As (2003)
5
, demonstrated 

that quality of parent-adolescent relationships explains adolescent antisocial behavior. The quality of 

relationships could be defined as a constellation of attitudes toward the child that are communicated to the 

child in the long history of the relationships. Dekovic (1999)
6
 found that the negative quality of relationships 

between the adolescents and their parents is related to higher levels of externalizing problems, such as 

disturbing others, verbal and physical aggression, and acts of violence (Nelson, Rutherford, & Wolford, 
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